
Major William Lyster Holt  born  15 April 1839 at Hanwell, Middlesex,  died 11 Feb 1889, suddenly 
from heart disease.  Have photograph.  Father Wm. Holt was a hotel keeper at his wedding in 1839 
and on subsequent census info (retired by 1871 and died 1872) as was his father James Holt before 
him.  Buried at Bromley Cemetery on 16 Feb.  Church allowed 11 ft. extra depth in his burial plot.  
Probate £12,202 0s 2d 
Married Catherine Dulin on 13 July 1872 at parish church of St Anne in Soho, at which time he had to 
fill in an attestation as she had no father or guardian but did have a mother who signed that it was 
OK for them to be married.  Catherine born 13 April 1853 Chelsea, died 18 June 1927 in Bath, 
Somerset after a short illness.  Buried at Brompton Cemetery on 22 June 1927 with husband without 
a church service according to burial records.  In July 1871 Catherine was in court to give evidence at a 
manslaughter trial, along with her cousin Miss Pook.  Crime took place in a friend’s house that they 
were visiting.  They didn’t see the manslaughter happen but were involved in the aftermath and 
fetching doctor etc. 
William was a civil engineer and member of the Honorable Artillery Company.  Became honorary 
major on 30 July 1887. 18 July 1887 listed in the Blackburn Weekly Standard and Express as working 
as an engineer for the Accrington Corporation Tramways Company and living at 17 Parliament St, 
Westminster, London 
Catherine on census information:  
Census 1881 -  1 Pelham Place, London.  Children listed as Herbert G, Motta, George Lindsay, 2 
servants 
Census 1891 – in a hotel in Brighton.  No children listed 
28 July 1900 – listed as a visitor at the Hurlingham Guest House in Folkestone, Kent along with Miss 
Dorothy Holt, daughter. 
Census 1901  - in Bloomsbury with the Padley family.  No children listed. 
Census 1911 - in Brookdale House, Dawlish, Devon.  Living on private means 
Census 1921 - in Putney with a Mrs Pook 
Probate 1927  – living at 13 Russell St, Bath, executors Charles Gibson (solicitor) and George Lindsay 
Holt stock broker £2795 3/5 
 
Children: 
William Bacon Lyster b 29 Sept 1872, Brompton, London, 2 months after the marriage of his parents.  
Known as Lyster.  Baptised on 25 Dec 1872 at St Thomas, Regent Street, London.  1881 census – pupil 
at Taplow Grammar School, Maidenhead, Buckinghamshire along with 22 other boys.  Huge fee 
paying school costing 30 guineas a year run by Edward Dyke. Listed at Lyster Holt.  19 June 1889 
listed as living in Swindon and working on Great Western railway as a draughtsman.  Census 1891 – 
in Swindon lodging with Ticknell family.  Occupation steam engine maker’s apprentice.  8 Aug 1892 
manager in the drawing office at Great Western Railways, Swindon.  April 1893 re-elected as chair of 
the GWR Jnr. Engineering Society.  March 1895 -  at Swindon Amateur Bicycling Club annual dinner 
and prize giving.  Was said to be representing SACC and on having his health drunk said that interclub 
runs would be arranged during the coming season and that the sport would be upheld without any 
friction.  He felt that if a branch of the sporting league were formed in Swindon, then clubs 
collectively and members individually would support it, and also oppose the anti-gambling league 
which had been formed by a few bigots who did not like to see people enjoying themselves.   June 
1895 – W L Holt listed as honorary secretary of the Swindon Cycling club.  March 1896 – at Swindon 
Amateur Bicycling Club annual dinner and prizes.  July 1896 – secretary of the interclub runs for 
Swindon Cycling Club which linked with the swimming club at one point for events.  24 July 1896  as 
Lyster Holt, clerk, left on ship to Cape Town, South Africa.  30 Jan 1897 – WBL Holt on Committee of 
Swindon Amateur Bicycle club.  March 1897 – yet again at annual dinner of Swindon Amateur 
Bicycling Club.  April 1897 – WBL Holt on committee of Swindon Junior Engineers Society.  May 1897 
– at Wiltshire Yeomanry event where he was judging the cycling  5 July 1897 still with Great Western 
Railways in Swindon and working in engineer’s drawing office.  Left for Cape Town, South Africa 24 



July 1896.  Address 33 Sheppard St, Swindon.  April 1898 – again at Swindon Amateur Bicycling Club 
dinner.  Sept 1898 he was timekeeper at an event run by Swindon Amateur Swimming Club.   Feb 
1899 – listed as Chairman of the Swindon Junior Engineers Society.   March 1899 – at annual meeting 
of Swindon Amateur Athletic and Cycling Association.  June 1899 -the Swindon Amateur Athletic and 
Cycling Association event and championships saw WL Holt listed as honorary secretary for the event.  
Jan 1900 – Farwell to Mr W L Holt -  £1 collected by Horace going round with his phonograph 
collecting funds for the Wiltshire Volunteer Relief Fund playing The Absent Minded Beggar.  WBL was 
going to the front.  Dec 1900 – at banquet to Lt. Col Calley on his return from war.  Was still on the 
engineering committee in April 1901.    Census 1901 – at Sun Inn, Chisledon, Wiltshire as Lyster Holt. 
Engineering draughtsman with brother Horace.  1899-1902 listed as WBL Holt and getting a medal 
for serving in the 2nd Boer war in South Africa – was a gunner in the Royal Navy City of London 
Imperial Volunteers, service no. 1394.  9 Feb 1903 – still with Great Western in Swindon.   April 1903 
– still chair of the Swindon Junior Engineers Society and attended concert Swindon Amateur 
Gymnastic Society as a member on top table.  26 July 1903 he resigned from GWR.  31 July 1903 – 
farewell and presentation at Kings Arms to WBL Holt who is leaving next Thursday for South Africa.  
Was presented with a case of beam compasses, a case of spring bows, a fountain pen and pipes by 
the chairman who said he could look back on the dozen years in which WBLH had been part of the 
Junior Engineers Society and  think of ‘Skipper’ as one of the founders of the society.  He had been 
previously welcomed back to this very room from South Africa after serving in battles there, and he 
had won a host of friends in Swindon and whilst they were very sorry to lose him, they wished him 
long life and prosperity in his new sphere of life in South Africa.  From Cardew Rendell Roll of  
members of Hon Artillery Company records - Joined military aged 27 and served in South Africa until 
1900 with Hon. Artillery Company (as did father) with address of 3 Groundwell Road, Swindon.  
Returned 1901 transferred into Vet corps 29 Feb 1904, left 8 Nov 1906 – Discontinued.   3 Jan 1909 – 
Returns from Durban, South Africa to London by 1st class on Aberdeen and Commonwealth line.  9 
Jan 1909 returns to London from Canary Islands, Spain although ship’s image doesn’t match 
description.  Was still alive in April 1911 as mother says on 1911 census that she has had 7 children, 
all still alive.  Mother made will on 16 March 1905 and didn’t mention this man at all. Sister Lilian 
died in 1938 and mentioned all her siblings still alive in her will from 1936, and he wasn’t one of 
them.  Died before 1936. 
Violet Katherine b 10 Jan 1874.   Census 1881 at boarding school in Hampstead.  1891 with George 
and Emilie at Lucas family house in Hampstead - he is a music publisher. Married Charles Gibson 27 
Dec 1900 at St Mark’s in Surbiton and went on honeymoon in the Riviera. Address had been Ewell 
Road, Surbiton.   Have photograph.  Census 1901 -  with husband and brother Herbert Gordon known 
as Gordon, who was best man.  Census 1911 – with husband and twins Katherine Linda and Thomas 
Charles in Lancaster born 7 Dec 1906.  Several servants.  Census 1921 – in St Bees, Cumberland on 
holiday with husband Charles who died 10 November 1931.  Seems to have been in California in 
1928 as sister Emilie Dorothy visited.  1937 – Warwick Rd Kensington.  1939 – with Son Thomas 
Charles in Hendon.  Died 3 Feb 1967 at Kingston Hospital.  Exec Thomas Charles Gibson, £2767.   
Katherine Linda Gibson married Harry Dwyer Parker Malachi (clerk in holy orders died 1971) in 
Lancaster on 11 July 1933.  She died 11 Oct 1968 in Newmarket, Suffolk leaving £18252.  Thomas 
Charles Gibson became a solicitor.  He married Ethel Mary Cox, and died 17 Dec 1993 in Woking, 
Surrey leaving £29,7393 
Lilian Mary b 10 March 1875.  Census 1881 - at school in Hampstead.  Census 1891-  Boarding at 
Godolphin School, Milford, Wiltshire.   Not on 1901 census.  Married 18 Dec 1903 to Hon Reginald 
Francis Bootle-Wilbraham born 26 July 1875.  He died of heart failure on  22 June 1912.  His address 
was The Bath Club, Dover Street, Middlesex and the Berbera, Somaliland, the latter being where he 
died.  Probate £424 15s 5p with executors Hon Stuart Pleydell Bouverie and Rogert Eustace 
Wilbraham, solicitor.  Lilian married Richard Mountford Wood on 2 March 1917 at St Andrew’s, 
Ashley Place, London.  Died 10 Oct 1938 at Clinique Cecile in Switzerland.  Address had been 19 
Bellaria Tour de Peilz Vaud.  Executors George Lindsay Holt, remisier – an independent agent for a 



stockbroking firm, and Thos. Charles Gibson, solicitor.  Probate £25,612 14s 5d.  Left £500 to George, 
and money in trust for Horace, Dorothy and Violet. 
Herbert Gordon b 17 March 1876 – In the Tudhope Presidential Address about railways in South 
Africa in 1912 in South Africa, it gave an obituary on page 12 which said that Herbert Gordon Holt 
spent his early education at the grammar college in Ramsgate (possibly Kelvin House which Horace 
also went to), and then Chelmsford Grammer School.  He resided in Italy for 2 years and then spent 
3.5 years at the locomotion works at Swindon.   Census 1881 – with parents.  5 Jan 1893 in Swindon 
working for Great Western Railways.  Gave away sister Violet at her wedding in Dec 1900 as above.  
Census 1901 - with sister Violet and brother in law Charles in Lancaster.  Mechanical engineer.  
Moved to South Africa and on 10 April 1905 became a freemason there in Pretoria.  Listed as a civil 
servant and paid annual membership 1910.  7 July 1908 – returned from Natal to Southampton.  
Occupation civil engineer.  Died suddenly at the Sanitorium, Pietermaritzburg, Natal, on 23 June 1911 
of meningitis.  Address had been Victoria Club,  Pietermaritzburg. Obituary posted in London Daily 
News.  Mother made her will on 16 March 1905 and didn’t mention this man at all. 
Motta – known as Horace and became Jack Harris.  Possibly born 10 Jan 1878.  Census 1881 with 
parents.  Census 1891 - as Horace M Holt at Kelvin House School, Ramsgate, Kent.  May 1893 – took 
part in boy‘s 300 yd race at Highworth fete in Wiltshire where brother Wm Bacon Lyster Holt lived.  
Finished first but disqualified as over age.  July 1894 -  H M Holt was Swindon Swimming Club pop 
team’s forward for the 2nd team at polo.  Aug 1897 – Horace Holt forward in Swindon Amateur 
Swimming Club’s polo team scoring several goals in local match.  June 1897 – Horace Holt half back 
at Swindon Amateur Swimming Club’s polo team.  May 1898 – on committee of Swindon Amateur 
Swimming Club having received 20 votes.  June 1898 – Horace Holt mentioned as captain of the 
Swindon Amateur Swimming Club.  Sept 1898 – scored three goals in water polo match with Swindon 
Amateur Swimming Club.  June 1899 – Swindon Advertiser reported that Horace Holt had resigned as 
captain of the Swindon Amateur Swimming Club and Jack Davies had resigned from the committee 
as well.  They had worked with tremendous enthusiasm for the swimming club.  May and July 1899 – 
in Swindon and advertising exhibitions of the new talking phonograph by Edison Bell company.  Dec 
1899 - in Swindon with his phonograph at Mechanics Institute Reservists Fund Raising Event.   Census 
1901 - with brother Lyster Holt at Sun Inn, Chiseldon – living on own means.  29 June 1901 -  took 
over licence of Fountain Inn, Swindon from Joseph C Davis and said he had served his time at the 
Great Western Railway as a premium.  Sept 1901-  held his first catered event at Fountain Inn for 
members of the Royal Queen Victoria Lodge.  March 1902 - was foreman of the jury at a trial in 
Swindon. July 1902 – in court in August over serious case of drunkenness at Fountain Inn.  He said 
that before taking on the license there, he had had 8 months experience and that he had been 
entertaining his brother, WB Lyster Holt with whom he was having supper when the police arrived 
and they had both been continually in and out of the room in question.   Case was dismissed.  Full 
write up in Swindon Advertiser of 15 Aug.  Sept 1902 - was foreman of a jury at an inquest held at 
Fountain Inn.  April 1903 - in court over having turfed a drunken woman out of The Fountain Inn.  On 
sentence, said woman said she would make it hot for Horace Holt.   July 1903 - was advertising The 
Fountain Inn and the fact that you could meet Horace Holt, the winner of the Licensed Victuallers 
Walking Match who had walked from The Corn Exchange, Swindon to Wootton Bassett and back 
which was 13 miles in 2 hours, 29 minutes and 23 seconds.  He was appointed secretary of the event, 
and had been an easy winner.  When he pulled up in his trap, a portion of his trousers caught in a nail 
in the trap and this resulted in a considerable tear.  He discarded his trousers in favour of a pair of 
walking brogues.  Whilst coming up the final hill, Holt ate a banana and a couple of handfuls of wet 
grass apparently.  Full description in  Swindon Advertiser of 2 July 1903.  His subsequent adverts said 
he had trained on Bowley’s stout and Fred Roberts’ Canterbury Lamb.  July 1903 - again the foreman 
of a jury in Swindon.  Aug 1903 - was best man for Robert Woolbridge at his marriage to Kate 
Woodward, and Fountain Inn provided the reception.  Aug 1903 - was advertising The Fountain Inn, 
Devizes Road, Swindon as his business.  Had a new billiard table, room with illuminated light of 250 
candle power, high class wines, spirits and cigars and beer and Bowley’s beer and stout.  Horace Holt 



proprietor.   After banns were published, on 9 Nov 1903 married Louisa/Louie England at parish 
church in Holt, nr. Swindon.  None of the witnesses were his family.  Address given as Fountain Inn, 
Swindon.  Hotel Proprietor.  Jan 1904 - hosted an invitation dinner at Fountain Hotel, and said he 
hoped to do so again with the assistance of his wife. He said he had always striven to give satisfaction 
to his customers, and with his wife’s help hoped still more to merit their good opinion.  5 May 1904 -
posted that he would not be responsible for debts of wife in Swindon Advertiser.  10 May she replied 
that she had never incurred any debts payable to her husband and had no intention to do so.  June 
1904 – in court in Swindon because, whilst at Fountain Inn, he had no license for a carriage, so had to 
pay 10 shillings fine and 3 shillings costs.  Dec 1904 -  transferred licence of Fountain Inn to Charles 
Walker.   Louisa reverted to the name of England  and in 1905 moved to Vancouver, Canada where 
her brother George was already.  Seems her full name was Marie Louisa England.  Said she was a 
widow.  Married someone called John Muir and was still there in  Manitoba in 1926 with son Robert 
Henry and was a widow.  Louisa died in 1959 and was buried at Russell Memorial Gardens, Manitoba 
with her husband.  Back to Horace – Census 1911  – nothing.  Census 1921  – nothing.  May have 
served in WW2 as a sergeant under the name Horace Holt with the City of London Royal Fusiliers,  
which ties in with the gold watch that the people in Griffydam said he had.   1934 – at Gracedieu 
Garage and has a telephone number there.  May have gone there earlier than 1934 but not on 
electoral register for 1931.  Known to have been there until 1938.  1939 register – as Jack Harris with 
Robinson family at Gracedieu.  DOB given as 10 Jan 1887.  Listed as single.  Moved to Top Road in 
Griffydam in 1940 and kept shop there with Harry Weston.  Advertised his shop in the Rex and Regal 
cinemas locally, showing he still had entrepreneurial skills.  Died 23 June 1952.  Listed as both Horace 
Holt and Motta Holt in death records.  Death certificate says that he died at the Red Lion, Peggs 
Green, and his friend Harry Weston was with him at his death.  He fainted and also had cancer of the 
tongue.  He left £2,254 6s 9d to Harry Weston and David Arthur Else.  Full details of bequests saved 
on file.   No burial details. 
George Lindsay Lyster b 4 March 1880.  Census 1891 – with Lucas family, plus Violet and Emilie in 
Hampstead.  1897 – Listed as scholar at Merchant Taylor’s school, Northwood, and leaving to 
become a member of the stock exchange.  Address 88 Selwyn Ave, Richmond, Surrey.  Census 1901 
in Richmond with Corle family.  Clerk on Stock exchange.  1901 in Kingston, Surrey.  Census 1911 – 
Petersham Road, Richmond.  Census 1921 – lodging with Henry Bertram Fowler and others at 
Northumberland House Richmond.   Married 1930 to Barbara Long, in Richmond, but divorced.  1931 
– address The Moorings, Marchmont Road, Richmond.  1939 – Petersham Road, Richmond, Surrey.  
Stockbroker.   Died 16 April 1964, at Kippington Grange, Sevenoaks, Kent.  Address was 
Northumberland House, 15 Petersham Road, Richmond.  Executors Derrick James Neill, dentist and 
William Roughead Taylor, solicitor.  Probate £70,948.  From at least 1938 had his surname as George 
Lindsay-Holt with a hyphen without the Lyster.   
Emilie/Emilia Dorothy b 15 July 1884 Kensington – known as Dorothy.  Census 1891 - with brother 
and sister in Hampshire.  28 July 1900 - listed as a guest at Hurlingham Guest House, Folkestone, Kent 
with mother.   Dec 1900 - was a bridesmaid at her sister Violet’s wedding.  Not on 1901 census.   
When mother made her will on 16 March 1905, she said that should she die before Dorothy became 
21, Violet should be her guardian. Census 1911 – private secretary at Paignton, Devon  for Blanche E 
Singer who had a huge staff.  Census 1921 – Living at Oakley Street, Chelsea.  Was a boarding house 
keeper.   At 108 Oakley Street on electoral registers from 1921 – 1933.   12 March 1927 – Return to 
Bristol from Barbados via Port Limon, Kingston and Trinidad.  Address 108 Oakley Street, Chelsea.  10 
May 1928 – Left Sydney in Australia to go California.  Reason for visit says visit sister Mrs Charles 
Gibson whose address was given as Fair Elms, Lancaster.  29 Nov 1928 – left Avonmouth on ship to 
Jamaica.  Address Kipcote Lodge, Finder, Sussex.  20 March 1929 – Returned to Avonmouth from 
Kingston, Santa Marta, Trinidad and Barbados.  Address given as 108 Oakley Street, Chelsea.  1934, 
1935 and 1936 electoral registers - Address was given as Barkstone Gardens, Earls Court, London.   8 
Aug 1937 – left on ship for St Georges, Bermuda.  Address Flat 34, 50 Sloane Street, London.  10  Sept 
1937 – address given as 16 Wriglette Lane, London W8 – back to London from Bermuda, Marseilles, 



Tangiers and Lisbon.  26 March 1939 – returned to Bristol from Jamaica with address given as 
Barkstone Gardens Hotel, Earls Court.  1939 register -  at Idle Rocks Hotel, Truro.    Died 4 May 1941.  
Address given as 68 South Audley Street, London.  Died at Taynuilt Hotel, Taynuilt, Argyllshire.   
Executor Violet Katherine Gibson.  Probate £237 8s 8d. 


